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SUBJECT: TVERDOKHLEBOV TRIAL 
REF: MOSCOW 5294, 5004 

1 . A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF TVERDOKHLEBOV CONFIRMED TO US 

APRIL 7 THAT THE POSTPONEMENT OF TVERDOKHLEBOV'S TRIAL (REFTELS) 
WAS DUE TO A GENUINE ILLNESS OF THE JUDGE ASSIGNED 
TO THE CASE. OUR SOURCE SAYS THAT THE TRIAL HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED TO APRIL 15 OR APRIL 17. HE UNDERSTANDS IT WILL 
BE HELD AT THE LUBLINO DISTRICT COURT, AS EARLIER PLANNED. 

HE COMMENTS THAT THE DEFENSE IS NOT SORRY AT THE POSTPONE- 
MENT, NOT BECAUSE IT WILL MAKE THE SLIGHTEST DIFFERENCE TO 
THE OUTCOME OF THE TRIAL ITSELF, BUT BECAUSE IT WILL GIVE 
MORE TIME TO ORGANIZE A PRESSURE CAMPAIGN IN THE WEST. 

THE WESTERN CHAPTERS OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ARE LEADING 
THE EFFORTS TO PROTEST AND OUR SOURCE FEELS THAT THEY WILL 
FIND THE ADDITIONAL TIME USEFUL. 

2. OUR SOURCE ADDED THAT HE FELT THAT THE PROSECUTION 
MIGHT WELL CHOOSE TO ASK FOR A LONG SENTENCE OF EXILE WITHIN 
THE USSR RATHER THAN IMPRISONING TVERDOKHLEBOV. HE SAID 
THAT THE AUTHORITIES MIGHT DECIDE THAT EXILING TVERDOKHLEBOV 
WOULD TAKE HIM OUT OF CIRCULATION AS EFFECTIELY AS PUTTING 
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HIM IN PRISON. A SENTENCE OF EXILE COULD BE PORTRAYED AS 
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SHOWING CLEMENCY. ON THIS REASONING. A RELATIVELY LONG EXILE 
WOULD ENGENDER LESS ADVERSE REACTION IN THE WEST THAN WOULD 
A SHORTER SENTENCE OF IMPRISONMENT. 

STOESSEL 
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